
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE SR. WARDEN 
 

Having just celebrated the Day of Pentecost, we were 
reminded of the rush of wind, which was the Holy Spirit, 
blowing through the place where the apostles were 
waiting. The Spirit brought new gifts and a lot of change, 
and many were confused because each person was 
speaking in their own language.  But when they listened 
carefully, they realized that although the languages were 
different, somehow, through the grace of God, they were 
able to understand one another, and they were amazed. 
 

We’re kind of like those apostles, waiting, not always 
speaking the same language, and sometimes being 
confused.  Some new things are happening with our 
service on the first Sunday of the month.  The shape of 
our worship space in the parish hall is changing, 
our organist is changing, the choir is going on hiatus for 
the summer, we have had several new events with the 
fellowship dinners, and, of course, we are waiting for a 
new priest. 
 

Change is often resisted because we can become anxious 
about the result, how it will affect us individually.  But, 
change can be refreshing, renewing and strengthening. 
 

It’s easy to say that I would like to have My kind of 
service, with My kind of music, in the worship space I 
like, and at the time I want it to be…. but what about your 
neighbor? What about the other person who wants Trinity 
to meet all of the same requirements, but each of their 
requirements is different than those you prefer?  
Sometimes we do speak different languages;  traditional 
service, versus contemporary service;  classic music 
versus praise music;  worship in the parish hall, versus 
worship in the church, versus worship in the park; having 
both services exactly the same, versus offering different  
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 FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH  
 

On Trinity Sunday, June 3rd, we will 
hold a combined service in the Parish 
Hall at 10:00am follwed by lunch.   

Mark your calendar  so you won’t miss this special 
time to come together in celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist and our caring of one another as a church 
family.  

 
styles of worship at different times;  the “way things 
have always been done”, versus trying something new. 
 

This is a time when we have an opportunity to learn 
things outside our own frame of reference, to truly 
listen to one another, and through the grace of God, 
and the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we can learn to 
understand one another’s language.  We can try to use 
the wonderful gifts of Faith, Hope and Love, that we 
have been given, and in caring ways, each try to 
accommodate one another’s needs and preferences. 
 

We have been given specific directions to Love the 
Lord your God, to Love One Another, to take the 
Word of the Lord into the World, and to bring the 
World to Christ.  These are the things that make us, 
hand in hand with one another, a church.  If we simply 
follow those instructions and trust in God’s strength 
and grace, as the winds of the Holy Spirit blow 
through Trinity and through our spirits, we will all be 
strengthened and renewed. 
 

Please continue to keep Trinity, the Congregation, the 
Search Committee and our new priest in your daily 
prayers. 
 

Alan Pankratz,   Sr. Warden 
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                                   CURSILLO NEWS 
 

The next Ultreya will be held on Friday,  June 4th, at 
St. Joseph’s in Newberry. There will be a Eucharist 

Service and a covered dish dinner.  Everyone is invited.  If you 
would like to know more about Cursillo, please be sure to come 
and join the fellowship of the evening and ask lots of questions.    
De Colores! 

 

    DAUGHTERS OF THE  KING 

The Daughters of the King were able to hold a won-
derful “Quiet Morning” last month to steep them-
selves in prayer and thoughtful meditation.  The 

Rev. Diane Reeves from St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Inter-
lachen honored us with her loving guidance and gave us much to 
think about and reflect on.  We hope to be able to hold more of 
these very special events throughout the year and they are always 
open to anyone who would like to take advantage of a time of 
peace and prayer. 

         A THOUGHT AND A PRAYER 
 

Sunday is the day set aside for rest, play, to be with 
family,  to happily spend a little time with our parish 
family, and to come to church to offer our Lord praise 
and thanksgiving, to lift our hearts and renew our strength.  It is 
our Sabbath day.  The staff and clergy of Trinity would like to, 
ever so gently, request that any complaints, suggestions or business 
matters which are not of an emergency nature, be held until Mon-
day so that they too can worship God and enjoy a day of rest. 

      IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
 

On short notice several of the women of Trinity got 
together to take a wonderful breakfast, of sausage 
biscuits, muffins, fruit and juice, to the firefighters 
at Station  No.  24 with whom we share a parking 

lot.  The firefighters, who are assigned to the Alachua Fire Divi-
sion, had been up almost all night fighting the wildfires and were 
happily grateful to Trinity for the yummy “tummy fillers”. 

YULEE DAYS ORGAN CONCERT 
 

On Friday, June 1st, Stephanie Smith will once 
again delight the community with an organ concert 

to be held at Trinity.  The concert will be one of the kick-off events 
for the Yulee Day Railroad Celebrations and Stephanie is prepar-
ing a wonderful selection of music to once again enchant us all.  
Last year she performed for a standing-room-only crowd to won-
derful reviews, so come early and get a good seat for a old fash-
ioned evening’s entertainment. 
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  The Deadline for 
the July Bell is  

June 18th. 
 

                      

                HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

June 14     Hank and Ellie Chaires 
June 23     Al and Gloria Burt 
June 27     Clay and Kelly O’Neal 
June 22     John and Mary Rynd 
 

O God, bless our relationships, assist us with your 
grace, so that with true fidelity and steadfast love we  
may honor and keep the promises and vows we make to 
one another. Let us love one another as a sign of your 
love for us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

    

                HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:    
 
June 4    Mary Jo Clarkson 
    Jayne Spires 
June 6     Edna Spratt 
June 10   Eric Arenberg 
June 13   Felicity Trueblood 
June 14   Elena Lowe 
June 20   Mildred Mason 
June 24   Gloria Burt 
June 26   Rowena Frazel 
June 29   Nathaniel Stegall 
June 30   Debbie Brown 
 
 God, our times are in your hand; look with favor, 
we pray, on your servants as they begin another 
year.  Grant that they June grow in wisdom and 
grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all 
the days of their life;  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
            From the Book of Common Prayer p. 830 

 
 

Many of our members are graduating this year and the youth group is very proud 
of the graduates and thankful to all who helped to organize the celebration that 
was held on the 20th in their honor. We would like to especially thank the ECW 
and Christine Patience for all you do! Each graduating student was given a beauti-
ful silver cross and chain from the congregation of Trinity and the ECW.  Follow-

ing the celebration, a few of the graduates also attended a Baccalaureate Blessing Service with their friends 
and family at their schools.   
 

Jim and Ginny White were gracious hosts to members of the youth group who were not at Baccalaureate.  It 
was tremendous fun, and we would like to express our gratitude to the White's and to their daughter Amy for 
their wonderful hospitality.  
 

The summer is quickly approaching, which means vacations, camp, summer school, jobs, vacation bible 
school, etc... We look forward to gearing up again in the fall and preparing for another trip to Orlando. This 
year we are planning to attend Rock the Universe, which is the Universal Studios version of a Christian night 
of fun, fellowship and music! 

 

     Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

I just wanted to give you an update about my sabbatical time and to remind you of my love and 
prayers for you.  I have spent a lot of time doing yard work, but rejoicing in that time to reflect on 

God’s wonders in creation.  We have had lots of company, took a trip to Virginia (stopping to be with family), 
and have visited with several friends in different areas of Florida.  We have been worshipping at St. Andrew’s, 
Interlachen, and attending a Bible study on Wednesdays at a church in Keystone.  I will be going to the ECW 
retreat at Kanuga in June and then will be spending several days with Sue Carmichael at St. Mary’s in Jack-
sonville to observe the outreach ministry there.  I hope to return with renewed vision for ministry and with 
knowledge of how to better reach out to others with the Gospel message.  
                   In Christ’s love, Deacon Pat 
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                             TREASURER'S REPORT  

 

                            Income Statement for the Period 
                              Ending February 28, 2007 

 
 

                             March                                       Year-to-Date                  
 
 
 
 
 
 

           

 

 

                                                                           PONDERINGS 
                                 By Suki Hoffman 

 

In planning for my mission trip, I came to  a crossroad.  I have run into some stumbling blocks, but still,   I 
choose to go!  To keep from  being angry, distrustful, pushing the blame on someone etc.,  I need to take a 
prayer break.  I need to spend some time in silence with God.  Through prayer I can find the comfort and 
guidance I need, if I listen.  I need the faith that what I do and what I say are from God and NOT ME!  Faith 
takes practice and exercise.  With these two things it should grow.  The   growth depends on me.  In my heart 
I want to relax and "let God", but in my mind anger wants to take hold.  Hopefully, God will be 
in command and guide me in my actions and words.  He's telling me I will go to Dominican 
Republic and I will work in the operating room,  all I have to do is listen.  Maybe someday this 
will be easy, and just another way of my life.  Thank you, Lord, for your love and guidance, 
help me to listen. Amen.  

     
                    VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 
   Plans for this year’s Vacation Bible School, which will have a western theme,                              
   are well underway.  Supplies have been purchased, volunteers recruited and  
   backdrops and designs for the “Ranch” are on the drawing board and under construc-
tion.  Now we just need to get all the little cowpokes signed up.  If you have a child, or know of a friend, 
neighbor, co-worker, or anyone who has a child who might benefit from this fun and creative way to learn 
about Jesus, please let them know about Trinity’s Vacation Bible School which is open to all and will be held 
the last week of July, 22nd thru the 29th.  And, it’s not too late to volunteer if you’d like to be one of the 
“wranglers”, just give Clay a call. 

                             

                                 NEWS FROM THE SEARCH COMMITTEE 
 

The Search Committee meeting which was scheduled for May 9th was canceled due to the fires 
and smoke in the area.  The next meeting was held on May 23.  In anticipation of that meeting 
with The Rev. Canon Gayanne Silver, committee members reviewed materials and profiles 
from other churches as well as studying the process into which we are entering. We have sched-

uled meetings for May 30th and June 6th in order to begin preparing the required church survey and church 
profile. The Search Committee will be commissioned and charged with its mission at the 10:00 a.m. service 
on Sunday, June 3rd.    Please keep the Search Committee in your daily prayers. 

  Actual  Budget  Actual  Budget 
         

Income   $ 16,382    $ 13,335    $ 55,986    $ 53,340  
         

Expense   $ 11,063    $   9,055    $ 34,389    $ 36,219  
         

Income less Expense  $   5,319    $   4,280    $ 21,597    $ 17,121  
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 PRIEST’S FUND FUN RAISING 
             Donna Eichelsderfer 
 

Thanks to many helping hands and hearty appetites, we had a very successful Italian Night Dinner and raised 
$549.43.  The evening was highlighted by a delicious dinner and a fun game of Italian Bingo. 
 

The next event coming up is Yulee Day on July 2nd.  We plan to have tents with booths in the courtyard and will 
have a terrific “White Elephant Sale”, a booth of baked goods, snow cones, and children’s games.  If you have any 
“White Elephants” at home which are just a little too “unique” for you but might be a grand treasure for someone 
else, please bring them to the parish office sometime before Wed., May 30th and we will be delighted to find them  
new homes.  Baked goods are also appreciated and, judging by last year, will sell like “hotcakes”!  All money 
raised will go directly into the fund for our new priest. 
 

July will bring much fun with our annual, “Good Old Summertime Chicken Dinner” on July 20th.  This year we 
are also planning a great “Silent Auction” to go along with the dinner to add to the evening’s excitement.   Watch 
your Sunday bulletin for opportunities to use your ingenuity and creativeness and create a special donation for the 
auction! 

 
 

 
The ECW enjoyed an exciting month in May.  We had a 
large group going out to Dudley Farm for a day of fun, 
touring the beautiful old farm and having lunch to-
gether. 
On Sunday, May 20th we hosted a reception for our 
high school graduates and gave them each a silver chain 
for the new crosses given to them by the congregation. 
We have been collecting goodies for the Yulee Days 
“White Elephant Sale” and so far have quite an eclectic 
and fun assortment of items.   
As usual during the summer we will be on hiatus and  
will meet again in September.  Happy Summer! 

 
Dear People of Trinity Episcopal Church – 
 
I sincerely thank you for the opportunity to 

work for you playing your pipe organ for the past sev-
eral years.  Your words of encouragement, precious 
spirits, and sustaining love have given me great joy and 
enabled me to finish my Bachelor’s Degree during the 
“Year of the Gators.”  I also appreciate the opportunity 
to work under the fine musicianship and tutelage of 
Margaret Rice.  All of you will continue to 
hold a special place in my heart. 
 

Love, Stephanie 
 

              
GOOD OLE’ SUMMERTIME CHICKEN DINNER 

 
On Friday, July 20th the Fellowship Committee will be hosting our yearly “Good Ole’ Summertime Chicken  
Dinner” with lots of old fashioned fried chicken, side dishes, ice tea and ice cream sundaes.  This year to add a 
little extra fun and excitement, we’re going to hold an auction along with the dinner.  Many of the items for auc-
tion will be in baskets and will be themed.  Some of themed baskets we already know about will be, a Gator Bas-
ket, a Candle Making Basket, a Cooking Basket,  a Spa Basket, and an Evening Out Basket.  All of the items in 
the baskets will be new and listed before you bid.  We have some empty baskets, lots cellophane to wrap them up, 
and high hopes that you too will come up with an ingenious idea for a theme, and donate a basket for the auction.  
There could be a wine and cheese basket, an ice cream sundae basket, a tool basket, a sewing basket, a chocolate 
basket, a football basket, a computer basket, a toy basket, a gardening basket, or anything that you can think up.  
There can be big baskets and small baskets, work baskets and play baskets, yummy baskets and puzzling baskets.  
There will also be a prize for the donated basket voted the most interesting.  So, come on and put on your thinking 
caps, create a basket for the auction, enjoy a terrific dinner with good food, good fun and good friends.  The dinner 
and auction will be available for everyone, young and old, church member or not. 
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 Minutes of the Mission Board  
Trinity Episcopal Church  

April 11, 2007  
Present: 
Sr. Warden, Alan Pankratz  Deacon Valerie Thomas Kristi Gregory        Jack Rice       
Jr. Warden, Jim White  Clerk, Linda Wilcox   Donna Eichelsderfer         Suki Hoffman 
Treasurer George Bothwell  Ed O’Bryan   Clay O’Neal 
         
Guests Present:  The Rev. Canon Gayanne Silver, Canon to the Ordinary 
Ann Beshore, Co-Chair of the Search Committee Members of the Search Committee 
John Wick, Co Chair of the Search Committee Craig Lee  Luke Duncan           Kathi Warren 
       Charlie Norton            Debbie Brown         Virginia Smith    
       Laurie Alsobrook 
Additional Guests:  Jim Swarr and Joyce King 
 

Sr. Warden, Alan Pankratz called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and Valerie Thomas opened with a prayer. 
 

Alan thanked those who had come to the Service before the meeting with a special thank you to The Rev. Canon 
Gayanne Silver for celebrating Eucharist for us. He then welcomed and introduced Rev. Silver who will be Trinity’s 
consultant to the Search Committee. 
 

Canon Silver noted that she was not the “leader” but only to offer help and guidance. 
The diocese will help by checking CV’s, calling references and spreading the word for us.  She congratulated George 
Bothwell, Treasurer on the excellent work he has done preparing information and budgeting for Trinity. 
 

Canon Silver advised us that the Mission Board needs to look at all the ministries of the church and to be sure that all 
things are in order and the ministries each have what they need to fulfill their mission.  We should be looking at ways 
to keep the members of the congregation together and to have celebrations often and keep up our good works. We 
might look at revising our website and we need to find appropriate words to describe who we are and what we need. 
Any areas of problem or difficulty should be addressed and cleared up before we call a new priest. 
 

The search committee should find out “who” this parish is now, what is important to us, and what are our issues.  The 
committee itself should know one another very well, listen to one another and learn about and from one another so 
you are able to value what each person is saying.  You need to share all their feelings and ask all the questions you 
would like to ask.   The most important thing is to Pray…Pray…Pray. 
 

Everyone is asked to refrain from frequent questioning of the Search Committee about how things are going.  Their 
work is confidential and they will make periodic reports to the Mission Board. 
When the search nears conclusion the committee will present only one name to the Mission Board for approval. 
 

The time table is uncertain although it will probably take from ten to fourteen months, but it will happen in God’s 
time and in God’s way. 
 

Canon Silver went over the consultant’s fee with us and is gifting us with a significant reduction in her fee for which 
Alan and the Board members thanked her. 
 

Members of the Search Committee were thanked and, at 7:45pm, left the Mission Board meeting with Canon Silver 
to continue a meeting of their own. 
 

The regular business of the Mission Board continued and Alan welcomed guests Jim Swarr and Joyce King to the 
meeting. 
 

The minutes were read and reviewed and after a motion by Jim White and second by Jack Rice, were approved. 
Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer George Bothwell reported that our year to date finances look good.  The money in the Priest Fund is low 
and needs to be collected.  We need to remind everyone that the budgeted amount was based on a January start date.   
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GIGGLESOME 
 

Farmer Joe was suing a trucking company for injuries sustained in an accident. In court, the company's fancy lawyer 
was questioning Farmer Joe.  "Didn't you say, at the scene of the accident, 'Thank God, I'm fine'?" asked the lawyer. 
Farmer Joe responded, "Well, I'll tell you what happened. After a lot of prayer, I had just  managed to load my favor-
ite mule, Bessie, into the . . ." 
"I didn't ask for any details," the lawyer interrupted. "Just answer the question. Did you not say, at the scene of the 
accident, 'Thank God, I'm fine'?" 
Farmer Joe continued, "Well, after a lot of prayer I had just got Bessie into the trailer, and I was driving down the 
road . . ." 
 

The lawyer interrupted again and said, "Judge, I am trying to establish the fact that, at the scene of the accident, this 
man told the Highway Patrolman that he was thanking God because he was just fine. Now, several months after the 
accident, he is suing my client. I believe he is a fraud. Please tell him to simply answer the question." 
 

But the judge was interested in Farmer Joe's story and said to the lawyer, I'd like to hear what he has to say about his 
mule, Bessie. 
 

Joe thanked the judge and proceeded. "Well, as I was saying, after a lot of prayer, I had just loaded Bessie, my favor-
ite mule, into the trailer and was driving down the highway when this huge semi-truck and trailer ran the stop sign 
and smacked my truck right in the side.  "I was thrown into one ditch and Bessie was thrown into the other. I was 
hurting real bad and didn't want to move.  I could hear ole Bessie moaning and groaning. I knew she was in terrible 
shape just by her groans.  "Shortly after the accident, a highway patrolman came on the scene. He could hear Bessie 
moaning and groaning too so he went over to her. After he looked at her, he took out his gun and shot her between 
the eyes.   Then the patrolman came across the road with his gun in his hand and looked at me.  "He said, 'Your mule 
was in such bad shape, I had to shoot her.   How are you feeling?'" 

We also need to request everyone to note on their check memo line what the check is for so it can be credited to the 
correct fund. 
The surplus amount shown is not as high as reflected because we have just received our insurance bill for the year.  
Our insurance is $9,500 for 2007 which is an 8% increase plus $300 over last year. 
The balance will show that we have a good cash flow and that our investments are riding up or down along with the 
market. 
 

Jr. Warden’s Report 
Jim White, Jr. Warden reported that he is going to put a non-slip surface on the new handicap ramp. 
 

Old Business 
Thank you to Rodney Paul for the recent work day.  As usual, things went very well and much was accomplished. 
 

New Business 
It was announced that Stephanie Smith is resigning from her position as organist. 
Stephanie has taken a job with University Lutheran Church in Gainesville.  The ECW will hold a farewell reception 
for Stephanie following the 11:00 service on April 22nd. 
 

On June 6th we will hold our first joint service.  We will continue to hold only one joint service on the First Sunday 
of every month. 
 

Jack Rice suggested that the floor in the kitchen will soon need repair. 
 

Donna Eichelsderfer announced that the Italian Night Dinner will be held on Friday, April 27th.  Tickets will be 
$10.00 per person and we will also be advertising the dinner to our local community.  “Take-out” dinners will also be 
available. 
 

Clay O’Neal said that Vacation Bible School will be held the last week of July this year. 
It will have a cowboy theme and the name of it is “Avalanche Ranch”.  He will be looking for volunteers and getting 
things ready over the next few weeks. 
 

The meeting was adjourned with a prayer.     Linda Wilcox, Clerk 
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Trinity Episcopal Church 
204 SR 26 

Post Office Box 361 
Melrose, Florida  32666 

 

 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS IN JUNE 
 

 

June 1     Organ Concert by Stephanie Smith 
June 1      Ultreya at St. Joseph’s—Newberry 
June 2     Yulee Railroad Days 
June 3      Trinity Sunday One Service 10:00am 
                 Parish Picnic—Everyone bring a dish           
      to share. 
June 13     Mission Board 
                 Search Committee 
June 18     Prayer Chain Meeting 
June 27     Search Committee 
                             
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

July 20     Good Old Summertime Dinner 
                           And Auction          

 
 

REGULAR EVENTS 
 

Sunday :  8:30 & 11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:15 am Coffee  

9:45 - 10:45am Children's Sunday School                 
Adult Spiritual Development  

 
 

Youth Group 
After 11:00 Service on Sunday 

Wed. Evening Bible Study at Betty’s Pizza 
 

1st Sunday of the Month 
One Service only at 10:00am 

In the Parish Hall 
 

3rd Sunday of the Month 
8:30 Service, “Jesus in the Park” 

In the Park  
 

Wednesday:  Evening Service 6:00 pm 
 

Thrift Shop 
Open 10 am to 4 pm Thursday 

9  am—noon Saturday 


