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The vision of Trinity Church is to be relevant to the Lake Region Community
serving and drawing others to the gospel of Jesus Christ as a growing Episcopal Church.

A Word from Father Tony
Like you, I’ve been very concerned
about the refugee crisis of late and it’s
weighed heavily on my heart.
Below is an article by our new Presiding Bishop which speaks directly to
this issue and to each of us.
“Be not afraid!”
Often in the gospels, fear grips the people of God, and
time and again, either the angels, or Our Lord himself,
respond with the same words of comfort: “Be not
afraid.”
In times like this fear is real. And I share that fear with
you. Our instinct tells us to be afraid. The fight-or-flight
mentality takes hold. At the present moment, many
across our Church and our world are grasped by fear in
response to the terrorist attacks that unfolded in Paris
last Friday. These fears are not unfounded. We can and
should support law enforcement officials who are working hard and at great risk to protect us from crime and
keep us safe. And yet, especially when we feel legitimate fear, our faith reminds us “Be not afraid.” The
larger truth is that our ultimate security comes from God
in Christ.

great country. The Episcopal Church has been engaged in
this ministry for more than 75 years. We will not let the
nightmare this world often is keep us from carrying out the
words of Jesus who told us to be a neighbor to those in
need.
Refugees from places like Syria seek to escape the precise
same ideological and religious extremism that gave birth to
the attacks in Paris. They seek entry into our communities
because their lives are imprisoned by daily fear for their
existence. Just as Jesus bids us not to be afraid, we must, in
turn, pass those words of comfort to those who turn to us
for help.
But Jesus calls us to go even further: not just to love our
neighbors and our kin, but to love our enemies. This is particularly difficult when we are afraid. But even in the midst
of our fear we stand on the solid ground of our faith and
proclaim the faith in Christ crucified and risen from the
dead. In practical terms, this may mean finding strength in
prayer, or in our neighbors, or in our churches, or in acts of
solidarity with others who live in fear. This is the hope that
casts out fear.
The fear is real. So we pray. We go to church. We remember who we are in Jesus. Our resurrection hope is larger
than fear. Let nothing keep us from that hope, that faith,
that security in Gods dream for all of humanity.
“Be not afraid!”

In the Book of Leviticus, God says to the people of IsraThe Most Rev. Michael B. Curry
el that “the foreigner who resides with you shall be to
Presiding Bishop and Primate
you as the citizen among you; you shall love the foreigner as yourself, for you were foreigners in the land of The Episcopal Church
Egypt.” Accordingly, we welcome the stranger. We love
our neighbor. The Episcopal Church has long been committed to resettling refugees in our own communities
The Next First Sunday is:
fleeing violence and persecution.
December 6th and next year it will be January 3, 2016
One Service at 10:00am
The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, through
its Episcopal Migration Ministries service, works with
dioceses and congregations, and the United States govDec. 6th will be our Stewardship Celebration!
ernment, to settle refugees in communities across this

Page 2

Trinity Bell

December 2015

NEWS FROM ECW

Head of the Church
Jesus Christ

There will be an ECW Christmas Luncheon held in the
parish hall on Saturday, Dec. 19th starting at 11:30am.
Please bring a dish to share.

The Rt. Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard

Bishop of Florida
Members of the Vestry
Senior Warden
Donna Eichelsderfer 2017
Bob Hood, Jr. Warden 2017
Jeanne Homany 2018
Laurie Alsobrook 2018
Vi Paul 2016
Clay O’Neal 2017
Bob Tickel 2016
Carol Pettie, Treasurer
Judy Davis, Clerk
Clergy
Rev. Tony Powell, Rector
Music
Margaret Rice, Choir Director
Figg Poncher, Organist
Office
Figg Poncher,
Financial Administrator
Linda Wilcox,
Parish Administrator
and Editor of the “Trinity Bell”
Service Times
8:30 am and 11:00 am Sunday
Trinity Episcopal Church
204 SR 26
Post Office Box 361
Melrose, Florida 32666
Office Hours: 9:30 am to 2:30 pm
Monday thru Thursday
Office Phone:
Fax:

352 475-2177
352 475-6181

Email:
trinitymelrose@windstream.net
Website: trinitymelrosefl.org
DEADLINE FOR THE JAN..
TRINITY BELL IS DEC. 15th

BIRTHDAYS
Dec. 1
Dec. 6
Dec. 9
Dec. 10
Dec. 14
Dec. 15
Dec. 24
Dec. 25
Dec. 27
Dec. 30

Winnie Tickel,
Robert Rhodes
Suki Hoffman
Jim White
Michael Davis
Donna Eichelsderfer, Holly Hill Morrow
Jim Swarr, Sharon Jax
Lilly Paul
Kristi Gregory
Mimi Shaughnessy, Eric Beshore, Laurie Alsobrook

ANNIVERSARIES

Dec. 9
Dec. 18
Dec. 22

Vi and Rodney Paul
LaVonne and Jeff Mackey
Donna and Jim Eichelsderfer

GIGGLESOME
‘There will be a meeting of the Board immediately after the Christmas
service,’ announced Reverend Morris. After the close of the service, the
group gathered at the back of church for the announced meeting. However, this Christmas there was a stranger in their midst. He was a visitor
who had never attended their church before. 'My friend,' asked Reverend
Morris, 'did you understand that this is a meeting of the Board?' 'Oh, yes,'
came the rejoinder from the visitor, 'and after that sermon, I'm about as
bored as you can get.'
CURSILLO
There is no Ultreya scheduled for the Santa Fe Region in December. The schedule has not come out yet for January but will
be published as soon as we have it.
If you would like more information about Cursillo, please speak with John
or Cheryl Katterhenry, to anyone who has already attended a weekend or
to Father Tony.
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NOTES FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN
I'm sitting in a comfortable recliner with my legs elevated after the awesome two day event that
was the Trinity Fall Bazaar. What a joyous expression of love for God, through the efforts of
many, offered to Trinity in support of the bazaar. People gave individual gifts of time, talent
and treasure to make this an overwhelmingly successful event. It makes me think of the passage
from Psalm 118:24 "This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it."
I rejoice that I'm Sr. Warden of this incredible church family who does so much that is good in the community.
And now to change my focus a little... It's hard to believe that Advent is upon us. This is a time to prepare,
through prayer and reflection, for the miracle of Christmas and the birth of the Christ child. I pray, that during
Advent, all of you will take time to reflect on everything that birth has meant to you.
Blessings to all, Donna
SWEET AND GIGGLESOME
An eye witness account from New York City, on a cold day in December, some years ago: A
little boy, about 10-years-old, was standing before a shoe store on the roadway, barefooted,
peering through the window, and shivering With cold. A lady approached the young boy and
said, 'My, but you're in such deep thought staring in that window!' 'I was asking God to give
me a pair of shoes,'was the boy's reply. The lady took him by the hand, went into the store, and asked the clerk
to get half a dozen pairs of socks for the boy. She then asked if he could give her a basin of water and a towel.
He quickly brought them to her. She took the little fellow to the back part of the store and, removing her gloves,
knelt down, washed his little feet, and dried them with the towel. By this time, the clerk had returned with the
socks ... Placing a pair upon the boy's feet, she purchased him a pair of shoes. She tied up the remaining pairs of
socks and gave them to him. She patted him on the head and said, 'No doubt, you will be more comfortable
now.' As she turned to go, the astonished kid caught her by the hand, and looking up into her face, with tears in
his eyes, asked her. 'Are you God's wife?'
Trinity Bell Report for the month of October & YTD, 2015

Total Revenue
Total Expense
Surplus /
(Deficit)

Collections
Pledge Offerings
Non-Pledged
Offerings
Growth Income
Plate Offerings
Priest Fund
Net Income

Oct Actual

Oct Budget

$

$ 15,316

15,738

Over/Under

Y-T-D Act

Y-T-D Bud

422

$185,252

$167,147

18,105
(18,690)

22,281

18,157

(4,124)

194,638

175,948

(6,543)

(2,841)

(3,702)

9,387

(8,801)

October
Actual
$9,020

October
Budget
$10,878

Over/Under

Over/Under
Budget
($1,858)

Jan-Oct
YTD Actual
$117,510

Jan-Oct
YTD Budget
$120,633

(585)

Over/Under
Budget
($3,123)

1,095

1,989

(894)

15,955

19,872

(3,917)

245

516

(271)

5,475

5,160

315

405
1,050

375
917

30
133

4,192
8,655

3,750
9,170

442
(515)

$11,815

Carol Pettie, Treasurer

$14,675

($2,860)

$151,787

$158,585

($6,798)

Mon

7

14

21

28

Sun

6
One Service 10:00am
Stewardship
Celebration
Following

13 8:30 and 11:00am
Holy Eucharist
10:00 Breakfast
Adult & Youth Classes
12:00 Lunch

20 8:30 and 11:00am
Holy Eucharist
10:00 Breakfast
Adult & Youth Classes
12:00 Lunch

27 8:30 and 11:00am
Holy Eucharist
10:00 Breakfast
Adult & Youth Classes
12:00 Lunch

29
10am Sisters’ Circle
Noon Lunch & Gospel
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker
7:00pm AlAnon

22
10am Sisters’ Circle
Noon Lunch & Gospel
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker
7:00pm AlAnon

15
10am Sisters’ Circle
Noon Lunch & Gospel
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker
7:00pm AlAnon

30
6:00pm Eucharist and
Healing Service

23
6:00pm Eucharist and
Healing Service

16
6:00pm Eucharist and
Healing Service
Vestry Meeting 7pm

9
6:00pm Eucharist and
Healing Service

2
6:00pm Eucharist and
Healing Service

1
10am Sisters’ Circle
Noon Lunch & Gospel
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker
7:00pm AlAnon

8 10am Sisters’ Circle
Noon Lunch & Gospel
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker
7:00pm AlAnon
PH in use pm

Wed

Tue

7:00pm

7:00pm

7:00pm

31

24 Christmas Eve
Services
5pm Family Service
10pm Carol Service

PH in use pm

17 Thrift Shop
10am-4pm
AA ~ Wicker

10
Thrift Shop
10am-4pm
AA ~ Wicker

3
Thrift Shop
10am-4pm
AA ~ Wicker

Thu

26

19
ECW Luncheon in the
Parish Hall 11:30am
Thrift Shop Closed until
Jan. 7th

Merry Melrose
Nativity Walk
Low Country Boil

12 9am– noon
Thrift Shop

5
9am– noon
Thrift Shop

Sat

The office will be closed from Dec. 24th until Mon.
Jan 4th. .

The Thrift Shop will be closed from Sat. the 19th
until Thursday, Jan. 7th.

25

18
2-5pm Thrift Shop

11
2-5pm Thrift Shop

4
2-5pm Thrift Shop

Fri

December 2015

27-Dec-15

John Ka erhenry

Sharon Jax

8:30
11:00

Sharon Jax

10:30

Anne e Kussler

Brian McCrea

Liz Middleton

Joyce Chesnut

Bob Hood
Rodney Paul

5:30

Brian McCrea

Liz Middleton

Will Flynn

Kris Gregory

Jeanne Eaton

Will Flynn

Rodney Paul

USHER

on your scheduled date, please arrange for your replacement and notify the office.

Thank you for placing yourself in the service of Our Lord and His Church. If you are unable to serve

24-Dec-15 Christmas Eve.

Suki Hoﬀman

Bob Tickle

Jeanne Eaton

Lori Alsobrook

11:00

Kris Gregory

11:00

Joyce Chesnut

Bob Hood

Rodney Paul

8:30

13-Dec-15

Marie Curewitz

LECTOR

8:30

Bob Tickle
Sharon Jax

Single Service
10 AM

06-Dec-15

20-Dec-15

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER

SERVICE

DATE

SERVERS’ SCHEDULE
December, 2015

Margaret Kidd

Lynda Leukel

Kathi Warren

Carol Flynn
Vi Paul

Joyce King

Kathi Warren

Carol Flynn

Vi Paul

Vi Paul
Donna Eichelsderfer

GREETER
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ONE VERY BUSY DAY!
DECEMBER 12, 2015

CHRISTMAS PARADE AND OUR FLOAT
The theme of the Melrose Christmas Parade this year is Cartoon Characters. Carol Flynn
has been in charge of our floats for the past few years and is once again heading up the
team this year. She has some wonderful plans and you’ll be impressed when you see our
float pass by as our characters throw stuffed animals to the children along the way. If you
would like to ride the float along with Father Tony or help our kids get organized, just give Carol a call.
MERRY MELROSE PARADE AND BOOTHS
In the yard in front of the church, we’ll have a booth with many of our crafters’ items
and some very special things which haven’t yet sold from the bazaar. If you would
like to help with the booths or would like to have a booth of your own, please call
Elaine. The cost for an individual booth is just $10.00 and the profit stays with you!
NATIVITY WALK
On Sat.. Dec. 12, (the same day as Merry Melrose), we’ll have our annual Nativity
Walk in the Parish Hall. It’s a wonderful sight to see so many versions of the Nativity from different places, different periods of time and Nativities that have been
dearly loved and treasured.
If you have a unique, special, or dearly loved Nativity that you would like to share for the day, or if
you are able to bring some cookies for the event, please let Betty Griffith or the office know. On Saturday everyone who would like to come in and see this beautiful display will be greeted by Christmas music, cookies, and something to drink. There will also be some coloring pages for busy little fingers.
There will be people in the Parish Hall to watch over your special Nativities and everyone in the
community is invited to come and view these precious nativities as a very special Christmas gift from
Trinity.
LOW COUNTRY BOIL
The Men’s Club will also be serving a Low Country Boil on Saturday, Dec. 12 out on
the veranda. They will start serving at 10:30am or as soon as the parade is over. The
meal is $9.00 and will include a bowl of stew, cornbread and iced tea. Pre-orders are
welcome and the men hope to be sold out by 1:00pm. Please call Clay or the office to
place your order. This will be the perfect end to a fun filled day, so after all the excitement with Merry Melrose and everything else that’s been going on, you won’t have to go home and
cook!
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
On Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, we will hold two services. Christmas is a lovely time to invite your
neighbors, friends and relatives to join you at the services to experience a wonderful worship experience and the warmth of our members.

5:00pm
10:00pm

Family Service
Choral Service
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NEW YEAR’S IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER!
We’re already thinking about 2016 and some of the preparations we need to start making. One of the most
important is that we will have two Vestry members rotating off and need two dedicated people to step up to
serve a three year term on Trinity’s Vestry. You can nominate yourself or anyone else who is a member of
Trinity. The requirements for Vestry membership are: that the person be a confirmed member of Trinity, be
a giver of record and have agreed to be nominated. If you would like to nominate yourself or someone else
who meets these requirements, please speak with Father Tony or one of the members of the current Vestry
who will get the information to the nominating committee.
We will also be electing a new Delegate and a new Alternate to our Diocesan Convention which is held at the
beginning of each year. Both delegates and alternates serve a term of two years. Nominations for these positions follow the same guidelines as those above.
Elections will be held at our Annual Meeting on Feb. 7, 2016.
SAINT NICHOLAS, THE BAGMAN AND CHRISTMAS BELLS
Many years ago when I lived in Germany I was delighted to experience many of their Christmas traditions.
Our landlady, Frau Brell, was a very sweet woman and knew that we did not understand many of them and
so she helped to make our first Christmas there a time to remember.
December 6th in Germany is St. Nicholas Day and if told ahead St. Nicholas himself will visit the small children of each home. Frau Brell had contacted him ahead of time and St. Nicholas did indeed come to visit.
There was a loud knocking on the door which we opened to find a man dressed rather like a chimney sweep,
all in black, a smudged face, with a big burlap sack thrown over his shoulder. Just behind this imposing man
was another, gloriously dressed in the robes and mitre of a Bishop. The “Bagman” and St. Nicholas had
come to visit our children. St Nicholas had a large book with him which he opened, addressed each child by
name and read off some of their more naughty deeds. As the bag man lifted some sticks and coal from his
bag, St. Nicholas asked the children (all with some translation from our precious friend) if they thought they
had done any good deeds this year. They, of course were quick to reply that they had and the Bishop duly
noted these in his book. He then pondered for a minute and spoke to the Bagman who put the sticks and coal
back in his bag and pulled out a beautifully wrapped gifts for each child. Frau Brell then gave the children
each an orange one to give to the Bagman and one to St. Nicholas. St. Nicholas then hugged each child and
bid them goodnight. It was a wonderful tradition which brought much joy.
Christmas trees in Germany were usually not put up until Christmas Eve and were all decorated in gold and
white., or in all white. Christmas Eve is considered to be the “Night of the Christ Child” After attending an
early, beautiful candlelight high mass on Christmas Eve, everyone is at home enjoying some of the yummy
German chocolate cocoa and cookies and exchanging family gifts. In the distance you can begin to hear a
bell ringing. As it comes closer and closer you can hear a man calling “The Christ Child is Coming, The
Christ Child is Coming”. This is time for the children to rush and snuggle into bed for the Christ Child
brings one very special gift to each person on Christmas Eve but it cannot be opened until His birthday on
Christmas Day. If there are children awake and out of bed, He will pass the house by.
When the children were in bed we sat and looked out the window into the dark street and
watched as a man in street lighter’s clothing walked up and down the street with an old lantern
in one hand, ringing a bell with the other and calling, “The Christ Child is Coming, the Christ
Child is coming”. How beautiful for children to go to bed with that thought, and it was the
most lovely way for adults like us to sit and watch and ponder the real meaning and depth of
those words.

A Blessed and Happy Christmas to You and Your Families.

Trinity Episcopal Church
204 SR 26
Post Office Box 361
Melrose, Florida 32666
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COMING EVENTS
DECEMBER
Dec. 6

First Sunday 10am
!Stewardship Celebration!

Dec. 12

Merry Melrose and Parade
Nativity Walk
Low Country Boil

Dec. 13

Library Assn.
Camellia Garden Day

Dec. 19

ECW Luncheon PH

Dec. 24

Christmas Eve Services

Dec. 25– Jan 4

Office Closed

REGULAR EVENTS
Sunday : 8:30 & 11:00am Holy Eucharist
9:30am Breakfast
10:00am Children's Sunday School
Adult Christian Formation
Noon Lunch
1st Sunday of the Month
One Service only at 10:00am
In the Parish Hall
Lunch Following
Tuesdays: Noon Bible Study at Betty’s Pizza
Wednesday: 6:00pm Eucharist
Thrift Shop
Open 10am to 4pm Thursday
2pm—5pm Friday
9am—Noon Saturday
Access Program
Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am—2pm

