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The vision of Trinity Church is to be relevant to the Lake Region Community
serving and drawing others to the gospel of Jesus Christ as a growing Episcopal Church.

A Word from Father Tony
Dear Trinity Family,

Closely examining their account, modern scholars believe
the event was not a comet, but a supernova that lit up the
night sky for 70 days by ancient Chinese accounts.

Though Jesus’ birth may have been in early spring, today
we continue to brighten the winter darkness with the birth
of God’s son. This year as we celebrate the humble birth of
our Savior, please remember those less fortunate and proDuring the first centuries after Christ, the literary world vide for those in need. Travel mercies on all who will be
was transformed by the invention of the codex. Cutting travelling this season, may you and your families experiedge technology for their time, the advantage of a codex ence a wondrous Advent and Christmas season!
versus a scroll was immediately obvious to the user.
Looking much like a modern book, the pages were inWarmly, Tony+
scribed on both sides and could easily be turned back
and forth to allow easy access from beginning to end.
Christmas! A bit of science – a bit of
history!

Today, a codex is a rare find – an ancient manuscript
offering us a window to the past. One of those codices,
the Chronography of 354 AD, was a beautifully illustrated calendar book written for a wealthy Roman Christian named Valentinus. While Christmas had long been
celebrated in the East in conjunction with Epiphany on
January 6, Valentinus’ calendar is the earliest known
reference to Christmas in the West being celebrated on
December 25th! The publishing Valentinus’ calendar in
345 is poignant reminder of the end of Christian persecution and Emperor Constantine’s Edict of Milan, which
legalized Christian worship in 313. Moving out of the
catacombs into public worship, Valentinus’ publically
proclaims the 25th of December as the date of the celebration of the birth of our Lord!
The death of Herod the Great in 4 BCE establishes Jesus’ birth as early as 7 BCE or as late as 3 BCE. My astronomy friends on Facebook recently posted opinions
about the star of wonder that marked the coming of his
birth. The phenomenon was perhaps not a star at all, but
a supernova, the explosive collapse of a distant star.
Chinese astronomers record the appearance of a cometlike object between March 10th and April 7th of 5 BCE.

THANKS FOR
THANKSGIVING!
You are loved!
Thank you so much
for all of the wonderful helping hands
and loving hearts
which went to make
Thanksgiving in the
Park so successful and a wonderfully happy day for everyone who came to eat, those who helped and those who
donated. We fed over 475 people including some who
the fire department called us about and then took anything left over to St. Francis House in Gainesville. We
couldn’t do it without your support and you have our
very heartfelt appreciation.

The First Sunday December 7
One Service at 10:00am
Lunch Immediately following the Service

Page 2

Trinity Bell

Head of the Church
Jesus Christ
The Rt. Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard

Bishop of Florida
Members of the Vestry
Virginia Smith, Sr. Warden 2015
Bob Hood, Jr. Warden 2017
Donna Eichelsderfer 2017
Anne Lowry 2015
Vi Paul 2016
Clay O’Neal 2017
Bob Tickel 2016
Carol Pettie, Treasurer
Judy Davis, Clerk
Clergy
Rev. Tony Powell, Rector
Music
Margaret Rice, Choir Director
Figg Poncher, Organist
Office
Figg Poncher,
Financial Administrator
Linda Wilcox,
Parish Administrator
and Editor of the “Trinity Bell”
Service Times
8:30 am and 11:00 am Sunday
Trinity Episcopal Church
204 SR 26
Post Office Box 361
Melrose, Florida 32666

December 2014

NEWS FROM THE ECW

The ECW had a wonderful meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 2nd
and Fr. Tony was a very interesting guest speaker. The next
meeting will be a luncheon at Diane Connors home on Jan. 10th. We will
have times and directions for everyone. All women in the church are automatically considered members of the ECW and are welcome at the
meetings. Hope to see you there!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Dec. 1
Dec. 6
Dec. 9
Dec. 10
Dec. 14
Dec. 15
Dec. 24
Dec. 25
Dec. 27
Dec. 30

Winifred Tickel
Rob Rhodes, Richard Harris
Suki Hoffman
Jim White
Michael Davis
Donna Eichelsderfer, Holly Hill-Morrow
Jim Swarr, Sharon Jax
Lilly Paul
Kristi Gregory
Eric Beshore, Mimi Shaughnessy, Laurie Alsobrook

O God, our times are in your hand; look with favor, we pray, on your
servants as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom
and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
BCP p. 830
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Dec. 9
Dec. 22

Vi and Rodney Paul
Donna and Jim Eichelsderfer

O God, bless our relationships, assist us with your grace, so that with true
fidelity and steadfast love we may honor and keep the promises and vows
we make to one another. Let us love one another as a sign of your love for
us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Office Hours: 9:30 am to 2:30 pm
Monday thru Thursday
Office Phone:
Fax:

352 475-2177
352 475-6181

Email:
trinitymelrose@windstream.net
Website: trinitymelrosefl.org
DEADLINE FOR THE JAN.
TRINITY BELL IS DEC. 15th

CURSILLO
An Ultreya, a part of Cursillo, is a get-together of all those
who have attended a Cursillo weekend and others who may
be interested in attending. They include a pot luck dinner
and a joyful, music filled celebration of the Eucharist. If
you are interested in attending, an Ultreya or a Cursillo weekend, please
talk with Father Tony or anyone who has already attended a Cursillo
Weekend.

Page 3

Trinity Bell

December 2014

THOUGHTS FROM THE SR. WARDEN
Two members of the vestry are ending their term in January ... Anne Lowery and Virginia Smith. It
is not too soon to be thinking about who you would like on the vestry. The new vestry members
will be elected at our Annual Meeting February 8, 2015 for a term of three years.
ELIGIBILITY FOR VESTRY
Be 16 years of age
Be an active communicant of Trinity for at least 6 months
Be a confirmed Episcopalian or received by a Bishop into the Episcopal Church
Be a giver of record
Be able to attend monthly meetings and a vestry retreat
Be regular in attendance
If there is someone you would like to nominate please ask the individual if they would be willing to serve.
You may submit your own name to the Nominating Committee or you may nominate yourself in writing by the January 8th deadline. The names must be turned in to a vestry member, Father Tony or the office by Thursday January
8th.
The Nominating Committee composed of Father Tony, Sr. Warden, Jr. Warden and the members leaving the
vestry will prepare a list and obtain permission of nominees to run for this office. Two weeks prior to the Annual
Meeting on Sunday January 25th the Nominating Committee will publish a slate of qualified nominees that are
"Nominated by the Nominating Committee" and "Nominated from the congregation." There will be no nominations
from the floor at the time of the Annual Meeting. Those elected will be the two candidates who receive the most
votes.
Serving on the vestry carries significant responsibility. The vestry is the pulse of the church ... making decisions, approving budgets, listening and addressing concerns. I ask for your serious consideration for those individuals who you believe reflect our vision and are willing to serve.

Virginia
JUNIOR WARDEN’S REPORT
The season of Advent anticipates the coming of Christ from two different perspectives. The
season offers the opportunity to share in the ancient longing for the coming of the Messiah,
and to be alert for his Second Coming. As we focus on these leading up to Christmas I hope
everyone will be blessed with insights into how they can spread the joy of Jesus message and
help those in need during this Holy season.
This is a very busy time of year for all of us and I hope everyone has a very safe and happy month. Our facilities are
very busy hosting many different activities. Currently there are no major problems with them. Please be patient
with us on the temperatures in buildings for services. Some days we need heat in the morning and air conditioning
in the afternoon. If you are using a facility please be sure to check if the system is on cool or heat. As always if you
have a problem please feel free to give me a call.
I would like to take this opportunity to Thank everyone who has helped me during the past year in carrying out my
duties as Jr. Warden and look forward to your continued cooperation as we grow in our service to to Gods people in
our community.
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. 1 Peter 4:10
Bob Hood, Junior Warden
rrwhmj@yahoo.com
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NATIVITY WALK
Our Nativity Walk will take place on Sat., Dec. 13 along with “Merry Melrose”. If you have
a Nativity set you would like to display, new or old, or a set with a story, please contact the
office and we will reserve a place for your Nativity. There will be music, cookies and something to drink, and someone from Trinity will be in the room the entire time to watch over
things. Last year’s event was just wonderful with many people from the community coming
to view and appreciate all of the beautiful and interesting Nativities.
ANNUAL REPORT
Each year at the annual meeting we present an Annual Report which gives information about all of the activities
and organizations at Trinity. This is very helpful to all of our members and a wonderful booklet that we can give
out to new or prospective members. If your organization, club, committee or group would like to have an article
in this year’s annual report, please have your report into the church office by January 15th. The annual meeting
will take place on Feb. 8th. If you would like more information or would like to see a copy of last year’s report,
please let us know and we’ll be happy to provide a copy for you.

Best Wishes to Everyone for a Happy and Blessed Christmas
And
An Exciting and Joy filled New Year

GIGGLESOME
It was the Sunday after Christmas at St Peter and Saint Paul's Church in Borden, Kent, England. Father John was
looking at the nativity scene prior to packing away the figures when he noticed the baby Jesus was missing from
the scene.
Immediately, Father John turned towards the vicarage in order to call the police. But as he was about to do so, he
saw little Harry with a red wagon, and in the wagon was the figure of the little infant, Jesus.
Father John walked up to Harry and said, 'Well, Harry, where did you get the little infant?'
Harry replied honestly, 'I took him from the church, Father John.'
'And why did you take him?'
With a sheepish smile, Harry said, 'Well, about a week before Christmas I prayed to little Lord Jesus. I told him if
he would bring me a red wagon for Christmas, I would give him a ride around the block in it.'

8
7:00pm Scouts

15
7:00pm Scouts

22

29

14 8:30 & 11:00
Holy Eucharist
9:15 Refreshments
9:45 Sunday School
12:00 Refreshments

21 8:30 & 11:00
Holy Eucharist
9:15 Refreshments
9:45 Sunday School
12:00 Refreshments

28 8:30 & 11:00
Holy Eucharist
9:15 Refreshments
9:45 Sunday School
12:00 Refreshments

30
Access 10am-2pm
10am Sisters’ Circle
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker
7:00pm Al-Anon

23
Access 10am-2pm
10am Sisters’ Circle
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker
7:00pm Al-Anon

16 Access 10am-2pm
10am Sisters’ Circle
Noon Lunch at Bettys
6pm PH in Use
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker
7:00pm Al-Anon

9 Access 10am-2pm
10am Sisters’ Circle
Noon Lunch at Bettys
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker
7:00pm Al-Anon

3

2 Access 10am-2pm
10am Sisters’ Circle
Noon Lunch at Bettys
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker
7:00pm Al-Anon

1
7:00pm Scouts

31

24
Christmas Eve
5:30pm Family Service
10:00 Choral Service

10am Sisters’ Circle
7pm Vestry Meeting

17

10am Sisters’ Circle

10

10am Sisters’ Circle

Wed

Tue

Mon

7
First Sunday
One service 10am
Refreshments Follow

Sun

25

18
Access 10am-2pm
10 - 4 Thrift Shop
7:00 pm AA

11
Access 10am-2pm
10 - 4 Thrift Shop
7:00 pm AA

4
Access 10am-2pm
10 - 4 Thrift Shop
7:00 pm AA

Thu

2-5pm Thrift Shop

26
2-5pm Thrift Shop

19
2-5pm Thrift Shop

12
2-5pm Thrift Shop

5

Fri
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27
Thrift Shop 9am-12

20
Thrift Shop 9am-12

13
Merry Melrose
Thrift Shop 9am-12

6
Thrift Shop 9am-12

Sat

Altar Guild

Vestry

28 Dec 14

21 Dec. 14

Sharon Jax

11:00

Liz Middleton

Mary Rynd

Will Flynn

John Katterhenry

Eric Beshore

Bob Hood
Jeanne Eaton

Liz Middleton

Clay O'Neal

Will Flynn

Bob Hood

Rodney Paul
Clay O'Neal

Usher

on your scheduled date, please arrange for your replacement and notify the office.

Carol Flynn

Vi Paul

Vi Paul
Virginia Smith

Greeter

Carol Flynn

Dona Eichelsderfer

Ann Beshore

Vi Paul
Virginia Smith

Elaine Ashley

Donna Eichelsderfer

Thank you for placing yourself in the service of Our Lord and His Church. If you are unable to serve

Cinnie Brown, Vi and Rodney Paul, Ann Lowry—Greening of the Hall

Donna Eichelsderfer and Virginia Smith

Rodney Paul

Bob Tickel

10:00pm

8:30

Jeanne Eaton

Rodney Paul
John Katterhenry

5:30 pm

Joyce Chesnut

Kristi Gregory

Kristi Gregory

Joyce Chesnut

Sharon Jax

11:00

Marie Curewitz

11:00

Marika Brokas

Bob Hood

John Katterhenry

8:30

14-Dec-14

Joyce Chesnut

Lector

8:30

Sharon Jax
Bob Tickle

Single Service
10 AM

07-Dec-14

21-Dec-14

Minister

Service

Date

Eucharistic

SERVERS’ SCHEDULE
DECEMBER 2014

DEACON PAT NAHIKIAN
As a part of the ordination service for a Deacon it says, “As a deacon in the Church, you are to study
the Holy Scriptures, to seek nourishment from them, and to model your life upon them. You are to
make Christ and his redemptive love known, by your word and example, to those among whom you
live, and work, and worship. You are to interpret to the Church the needs, concerns, and hopes of the
world. At all times, your life and teaching are to show Christ’s people that in serving the helpless they
are serving Christ himself. “
Pat Nahikian was the very definition of those words as she worked and served, helped and loved right
here in our midst. She was on the first Thanksgiving in the Park Team and continued every year. She
was a treasured member of the ECW, Cursillo, Council for the Elderly, Daughters of the King, serving
the Bishop and at our altar was an expression of her love for Our Lord and for all of us. Pat was selfless in her service, never considering her own needs or desires but putting those of others first in her
life.
Pat was often known to go out at odd hours, to go into areas where others would be wary, and to give
of her own time so generously that one wondered how she could manage. At times when her discretionary account had reached the bottom, she would reach into her own pocket to help someone needing food, or clothing, or diapers for a baby.
Pat’s love of the Lord was evident in her conversation, as well as in her actions. She was always enthusiastic about teaching a Bible Study, or Vacation Bible School. When she was going to make a
home visit or take the Eucharist for a hospital visit, she would take along a copy of Day by Day to
leave with the individual she was visiting. She would always sit and pray or read Scripture for as long
as a person wanted, and the words would come alive with her reading.
When Pat served on the altar, her face would glow with joy and even when she wasn’t feeling her
best, you could see the love in her eyes as she served the church and God’s people.
Pat often spoke of her husband Bob and of her daughters Debbie and Lisa, and especially of her great
grandson Max. They always brought a twinkle to her eye, and their love and support meant the world
to her.
Throughout the last few years when Pat suffered with her rash and multiple medical issues that remained un-diagnosed, she was an example to us all, of worshipping and praising God even when in
the depths of difficulty. She continued her work as best she could and never doubted, never showed
anger, never lost her amazing love of the Lord.
Pat’s absence will leave an empty place in each of our lives. But we are each richer for having had
her with us, loving us, and showing us, through her example, the gold standard, the very picture of
what true love of the Lord and following His will in all circumstances looks like. Her vows as a Deacon were certainly fulfilled and there is no other individual for whom the words, “Well done good and
faithful servant”, are more wonderfully appropriate.

Pat’s Memorial Service will be held here at Trinity on Saturday, Jan. 17 at a time to be announced.
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COMING EVENTS
DECEMBER
Dec. 7

First Sunday 10:00am

Dec. 13

Merry Melrose
Nativity Walk
Christmas Eve Services
5:30 Family Service
10:00 Choral Service

Dec. 24

Dec. 25—Jan. 4 Office Closed
JANUARY
Jan. 20

Outreach Meeting

REGULAR EVENTS
Sunday : 8:30 & 11:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:15 am Coffee
9:45 - 10:45am Children's Sunday School
Noon Coffee
1st Sunday of the Month
One Service only at 10:00am
In the Parish Hall
Tuesdays: Noon Bible Study at Betty’s
Wednesday: 6:00pm Eucharist and Healing Service
Thrift Shop
Open 10 am to 4 pm Thursday
2 pm—5 pm Friday
9 am—Noon Saturday
Access Program
Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am—2pm

