The
Trinity Bell
Volume 11, Issue 10

Newsletter of Trinity Episcopal Church

November

The vision of Trinity Church is to be relevant to the Lake Region Community
serving and drawing others to the gospel of Jesus Christ as a growing Episcopal Church.

A Word from Father Tony
THE MEANING OF ADVENT (adapted
from an article written by the late Revd. Dr.
Peter Toon)
Matthew 21:5 "Tell ye the daughter of Zion,
Behold thy King cometh unto thee."
Admiring this year’s selection of artificial
trees at Walmart last week brought home the fact that Christmas is
already filling the aisles of the big box stores. The late Rev. Dr.
Peter Toon, Anglican priest, theologian and former President of the
Prayer Book Society in 2007, offered his thoughts the meaning of
Advent and how we might keep it holy:
“In the Christian Year, the season of Advent (Latin, Adventus,
"Coming") runs from the fourth Sunday before Christmas until the
eve of Christmas Day. It is also the beginning of the Christian Year.
But consider this. For us, in the secularized West, it is as though for
all practical purposes Advent has disappeared. For Christmas has
devoured Advent, gobbled it up with the turkey giblets and the goblets of seasonal ale. In fact, the practical disappearance of Advent
has opened a major hole from Thanksgiving to Christmas Day and
this hole has been filled up with many different attempts to anticipate Christmas!
More Christmas trees, more Christmas lights, more tinsel, more
tassels, more glitter, more glee-so that the glut of candles and carols, ornaments and trimmings, parties, programs and performances,
has left nothing for Christmas Day. In fact, Christmas Day arrives
for most people not as the fulfillment of Advent but rather as the
end of the long Yule season that has burned without ceasing since
the Thanksgiving sales began in late November in the malls. In fact,
Christmas Day is like the peace after the storm.”
Peter suggests one way that we can keep the season holy and set
apart for God is to assign a special meaning for every letter in the
word Advent.
A – Arrival! Advent is a time of preparation for the arrival of the
baby Jesus. Advent is also a time of preparation for the second
coming of our King! The Bride of Christ, the Church, is waiting,
watching for the arrival of her beloved.
D – Devotion! Advent is a time of special prayers and devotion as e
change the liturgy, the colors, music and songs. The Advent Wreath
and lighting of the candles will once again adorn our worship.
V – Volition! This is a tricky one! It means the act of willing and

resolving – being determined to make this season different! Like the
season of Lent, Advent is a time to introspection, a time to look deep
inside and flush out the things that separate us from God. Advent is a
time of discipline and fasting, when we pray for God to "Give us grace
that we may cast away the works of darkness."
E – Expectancy! As the world waits for Santa, week by week, Christians grow in anticipation for the Incarnation! God made man in the
birth of God’s beloved Son. Jesus, the Christ! The holy One! The Angels proclaim to the shepherds, "To you is born this day in the city of
David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord," or in the words of John, "And
the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth."
N – Narrative! We have a story to tell! A great happening has occurred! God has broken into history in the birth of his Son! As we prepare for his coming, we remember the prophesies and the voices of all
who awaited the coming of the King. "Blessed Lord, who hast caused
all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning; Grant that we may in
such wise hear them, read, mark ,learn and inwardly digest them, that
by patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace and ever
hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us
in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen."
T – Thanksgiving! Peter Toon reminds us “Though there is a strong
element of penitence accompanying the fasting and asceticism in Advent, there is a stronger element of Thanksgiving! For God is praised
and thanked for his saving deeds and his inspired words recorded in the
Old Testament, all of which point to their climax in the arrival of the
Messiah, the Savior, who came to "fulfill the Law and the Prophets."
There is celebration of God's mighty salvation experienced by the Israelites and there is anticipation of the even mightier salvation wrought
in the Lord Jesus Christ.”
The meaning of “Eucharist” is “Thanksgiving,” so as we come to
the table each week, Peter proclaims “there is profound thanksgiving
offered to the Father through the Son and with the Holy Spirit.” Our
whole act of worship is an offering of praise and thanksgiving to our
heavenly Father for all he has done.
Arrival Devotion Volition Expectancy Narrative Thanksgiving!
ADVENT! Let us pray,
“Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and
put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which
your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last
day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.” Amen.
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“TRINITY BELL”
If you have news of plans for the coming months, announcements, or
reports, or would just like to write an article for the “Bell”, the deadline
is the 15th of each month. Communication is what helps us work and
play together and we’re always delighted to see new things each month.
If you have something you’d like to see on our pages or ideas for new
columns, please get in touch with Linda or Father Tony.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Nov. 3
Nov. 8
Nov. 9
Nov. 13
Nov. 14
Nov. 16
Nov. 17

Robert Menzen
Cathy Stegall
Rodney Martin
Joyce King
Terry Marshall
Betty Zowarka
Ken Blair
Cheryl Katterhenry

O God, our times are in your hand; look with favor, we pray, on your
servants as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days
of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
BCP p. 830

Office
Figg Poncher,
Financial Administrator
Linda Wilcox,
Parish Administrator
and Editor of the “Trinity Bell”
Service Times
8:30 am and 11:00 am Sunday
Trinity Episcopal Church
204 SR 26
Post Office Box 361
Melrose, Florida 32666
Office Hours: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Monday thru Thursday
Office Phone:
Fax:

352 475-2177
352 475-6181

Email:
trinitymelrose@windstream.net
Website: trinitymelrosefl.org

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Nov. 23

Amanda and Chip Gray

O God, bless our relationships, assist us with your grace, so that with
true fidelity and steadfast love we may honor and keep the promises
and vows we make to one another. Let us love one another as a sign of
your love for us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CURSILLO
If you are interested in learning more about Cursillo or
attending a Cursillo weekend, please speak with Clay
O’Neal, Linda in the office, Father Tony, or anyone who
has already attended a weekend.
Ultreyas are get-togethers of all those who have attended
a Cursillo weekend and others who may be interested in
attending. They include a pot luck dinner and celebration of the
Eucharist. The next Ultreya will be Friday, November 1 at St. Luke’s
in Live Oak.
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THOUGHTS FROM THE SR. WARDEN
A deacon is an ordained minister who serves at the pleasure of the Bishop. They are called to a
special ministry to serve all people … particularly the poor, the weak, the sick and lonely. We have
been so blessed at Trinity to have had as our deacon Pat Nahikian. Pat has such a beautiful and
meaningful history of service. She was a volunteer Hospice Chaplain even before the Bishop called
her to Trinity and continued to serve at Hospice during her time here. Her service at Trinity has been
steadfast, dependable and supportive when we were with and without a priest. Pat has been the Director of LAM
(Lake Area Ministries) and spiritual Director of Cursillo. She has been on the Diocesan Council for the Aging and
Diocesan ECW Board. One ministry so important to Pat was visiting and comforting those homebound and in the
hospital…. and taking the Eucharist to them. There is so much more that I could share with you about Pat. As a
deacon the challenges, the heartaches, the needs are always present. And, so are the joys, the love, God’s presence,
his peace. It is indeed a heartfelt privilege for Pat to serve God’s people… and as she transitions into her new life in
Richmond Hill, Georgia, I am sure she will continue her work to live out the charge at her Ordination… to love and
serve the Lord.. to minister to those on the outside walls of the church and bring them into the community of faith.
She and her husband Bob have been a great blessing to Trinity and we love and will miss them both.

Virginia
MERRY MELROSE
We will once again have booths in our courtyard for Merry Melrose which will be held on Saturday,
December 14th. Individuals are invited to set up your own display and all of the profit will remain with
you. If you or a friend would like to have a booth, the cost is $15.00. Last year we had a wide variety of
items and it was fun to see the things people made and brought to sell. For more information, please
contact Donna Eichelsderfer.
MERRY MELROSE PARADE
The theme for the parade this year is “Our Furry Friends”. Trinity will have a float which will have
Father Tony, who will be cleverly disguised as St. Francis, blessing many “furry friends”. We hope
there will be many stuffed animals on the float for St. Francis to bless and you are also invited to
bring your animals on a leash to walk behind the float if you like. If you have stuffed animals who
would like to ride on the float, please contact Carol Flynn who is the chair of the float committee.
Decorating the float will take place on the afternoon of Friday the 13th and the time for that will be
announced soon. We will also have St. Francis cards and candy canes to pass out along the route. If you would like
to donate the small (about 3 inches) candy canes, please drop them off in the office.
MERRY MELROSE NATIVITY WALK
Last year we held a “Nativity Walk” in the parish hall for which we asked people to bring their
Nativity Sets so that everyone could see how diverse the sets can be, and to bring Christ and the
real meaning of Christmas into the
festivities of the day. We were happily blessed to have
about 40 sets to put on display and this year we’re hoping for even more. Many people came over
to see all of the Nativities and to enjoy some cookies and lemonade. The sets are all placed on
round tables with brightly colored cloths underneath and everyone is invited to look (but not
touch) at how many different and unusual sets were on display. This year we are also hoping to
have some carolers singing in the hall for part of the time. There will be an adult present in the hall at all times to
watch over things. If you would like to donate some cookies or spend some time listening to carolers and being present in the hall, or if you have a Nativity Set you would like to display (it can be made of anything at all and can be of
any size), please contact the office. If you would like to write up a little card telling about the origin or history of the
set that’s a wonderful addition too.
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NOTES FOR USHERS AND GREETERS
We will be adjusting our greeting procedures just a bit. Ushers, please place the guest book on the EAST side of the
sidewalk. This makes it handy for most newcomers to sign it (right handed). Greeters, please stand just before the
guest book so you can greet newcomers and guide them to the guest book. Tell newcomers that you will be looking
for them after service so you can give them our “guest bag.” That way you touch base with them a second time and
can introduce them to other church members and possibly invite them to stay for coffee. “Guest bags” can be found
in the back east pew. If you give away the last bag please let Betty Griffith know so she can restock. We will only
keep a few bags there at a time. Ushers, please stand close to the stairs. You can hand out the service leaflet and help
people with the stairs if needed. Thank you for all you do to make people welcome and to make our service run
smoothly. You are a blessing.
HAPPY IRON CHEFS!
It was an evening to make Johnny Appleseed proud with every dish being made with apples as an ingredient. Kelly
and Clay O’Neal were crowned the Iron Chefs for 2013, as a result of a delicious Pinwheel Pork roast with an apple
chutney glaze and an apple stuffing…...yummy! Mary Barrow took second place with a wonderful Sour Cream Apple Pie and John Katterhenry placed third with a terrific Apple and Chicken Curry. Decisions were difficult because
every dish presented was a taste sensation and we were delighted to have 15 chefs competing.
The Outreach committee would like to thank all those who entered the challenge and all those who came to enjoy the
evening and cast their votes! We were able to collect $624.25 which will go into the Outreach fund and will be used
to help others.
If you missed this year, make sure to get it on your calendar for next October...there was a suggestion by Fr. Tony
and some discussion of Chocolate being the secret ingredient! (But that’s still a “secret”!) I can’t wait to see what a
chocolate soup or salad would look like!
TRINITY’S FALL BAZAAR
This year’s Fall Bazaar promises to be bigger and better than ever! The booths will have items of every size and description for sale. This year there will be a “Shake Rag Bakery”, “Garden Shop”, “Yarn Depot” with lots of hand
knit and crocheted goodies, a “Unique Boutique” with jewelry and gift items, a “Fruit of the Spirit” booth with lots
of homemade jams, jelly, chutney and things to make your mouth water,” “Recycled, Renewed, Repurposed”
where there will be some amazing things beyond your imagination, “Grandma’s Attic” where you will find lots of
lovely things for the home, a “Christmas” booth, just in the Nick of time, and, of course the Café where you will find
a delicious Chili Dinner on Friday evening or a yummy Pulled Pork lunch on Saturday. If you are able to contribute
something for the bake sale, please call Margaret Rice and let he know what it will be. If you are bringing something, it’s also helpful to have a copy of the recipe available, or to mention that it includes nuts, sugar, or eggs, is
gluten free, or might have any other nutritional information which might be important. There will be delights and
wonders for every age and taste so come and enjoy the day….or both days if you like. The doors will be open on
Friday from 2pm until 6pm and on Saturday from 9am until 3pm. Come and enjoy the fun and don’t forget your
wallet because there’s sure to be something there that you didn’t know you wanted but can’t live without!
UNITED THANK OFFERING
A word from Max Lucado….Pursue gratitude. The grateful heart is like a magnet, sweeping
over the day, collecting reasons for gratitude. Thank You, God. Your lungs inhale and exhale 11,000 liters of air every day. Thank You, God. For the jam on our toast and the milk
on our cereal, the blanket that calms us and the joke that softens us and the warm sun that
reminds us of God’s love. Gratitude leaves us looking at God and away from dread. It does
to anxiety what morning sun does to valley mist. It burns it up! Thank You God. Nov. 3rd is ingathering for fall
UTO offerings. You can turn in your boxes or write a check to Trinity and put UTO in the memo area. Be thankful
and be generous!

Free to all

November 26th
TurkeyPM Where: Herit11:00 AM till 2:00
Stuffing
Melrose
Park in
age Potato
Salad

Free to all

Who: YOU
When: Thanksgiving Day
November 28th
11:00 AM till 2:00 PM
Where: Heritage Park in Melrose

GOOD FOOD
GOOD FRIENDS
GOOD MUSIC
GOOD FUN

Everyone is welcome

Everyone is welcome

Sauce
Cranberry
GOOD FOOD
Dressing
FRIENDS
GOOD
Fruit Salad
MUSIC
GOOD Eggs
Deviled
Rolls FUN
GOOD
Desserts of every kind

Blessings Needed for Thanksgiving in the Park

Second Annual Celebration

Sixth Annual Celebration

“Thanksgiving in the Park” is just around the corner. Just
to the left, you will see a copy of our flyer/poster. Please
feel free to cut it out and post it anywhere that you think
those in need will see it. As always, we welcome everyone, those who need a meal, companionship, just want
to be outside in the sunshine among joy filled people for
the day, and passersby who are attracted to the warmth
of a community freely giving to one another. There will
be music, games for children, lots of wonderful food, and
fun and fellowship for all.
If you would like to donate something for the meal, or if
you would like to help, we appreciate whatever you are
able to give. If you have a whole turkey or one can of
cranberry sauce, it will be just the right thing; or if you
can volunteer your time for a half an hour or for four
hours, that will be just the perfect amount of time! Financial support is also welcome.
Most importantly, we ask for your prayers that the day
the number of people
and that
will be sunny and joyful,
Who:
YOU
and the amount of food will match up in just the right
Day or
Thanksgiving
for additional information
call the office
way. PleaseWhen:
to volunteer a donation or a helping hand.

Dear Friends,

Vi Paul

Will Flynn
Rodney Paul
Kristi Gregory

Margaret Rice
Paul Stegall
Marie Curewitz

Kristi Gregory
Paul Stegall
Suki Hoffman
Bob Tickle

11:00
8:30
11:00

Thanksgiving Eve
6PM

on your scheduled date, please arrange for your replacement and notify the office.

Vi Paul

Margaret Kidd

Ann Beshore

Bettye Zowarka

Thank you for placing yourself in the service of Our Lord and His Church. If you are unable to serve

Betty Griffith, Jean Stegall, Ann Powell and Laurie Alsobrook

Altar Guild

Eric Beshore
Eirc Beshore and Anne Lowry

Lauri Alsobrook

Bill Sohl

Jeanne Eaton

Jeanne Eaton

Rodney Paul

8:30

Vestry

27-Nov-13

24-Nov-13

17-Nov-13

Liz Middleton

Liz Middleton

Sharon Jax

11:00

Joyce Chesnut
Eric Beshore

Joyce Chesnut

Paul Stegall

8:30

10-Nov-13

Ann Beshore
Joyce King

Kristi Gregory
Eric Beshore

Kristi Gregory

Rodney Paul

Single Service
10AM

3-Nov-13

Greeter

Lector

Usher

Minister

Service

Date

Eucharistic

SERVERS’ SCHEDULE
November 2013
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Trinity Episcopal Church
Melrose, FL
Pledged & Non-Pledges Offering
For the Month of Sep & YTD, 2013
Actual

Pledges Offerings
Non-Pledged Offerings
Plate Offerings
Net Income

$9,631

Budget

Over/Under
Budget

$9,167

$464

YTD Actual YTD Budget

$79,400

$82,500

Over/Under
Budget
($3,100)

1,715

1,500

215

17,479

13,500

3,979

213

400

(187)

1,719

3,600

(1,881)

$11,559

$11,067

$493

$98,598

$99,600

($1,002)

The pledged and non-pledged offerings were about on budget for September.
YTD pledged offerings were under budget by $3,100 whereas non-pledged offerings
were over budget by $3,979. Plate collections are also under expectations by $1,881 YTD.
I would ask that those who need to catch up on your pledges to please do so.
The pledge drive for next year is still open for those who have not returned their cards. I urge
each of you to remember our needs for this Church and those of our community.
I know that we are a small church but we accomplish many wondrous things.
Carol Pettie
Treasurer

GIGGLESOME
A CHILD’S THANKSGIVING PRAYER
My family traditionally begins the evening meal with
a prayer of thanks. When they were old enough, we
began letting our children say the meal prayer. Of
course at first they would ask for a pony, a new bike,
etc. They soon learned the more important things
which should be included in the prayer.
At Thanksgiving we had the whole family over. My
nine year old wanted to say the prayer. It went like
this:
"Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for the turkey, the
rolls, the mashed potatoes, the red jiggly stuff, and
the bread stuff even though I don't like it. We ask
that You not let us choke on this food."

Trinity Episcopal Church
204 SR 26
Post Office Box 361
Melrose, Florida 32666
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SPECIAL EVENTS COMING SOON

REGULAR EVENTS

NOVEMBER

Sunday : 8:30 & 11:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:15 am Coffee
9:45 - 10:45am Children's Sunday School
Noon Coffee

Nov. 8 & 9

Fall Bazaar

Nov. 14

Alpha Final

Nov. 27

Thanksgiving Service 6:00pm

Nov. 28

Thanksgiving in the Park

1st Sunday of the Month
One Service only at 10:00am
In the Parish Hall
Tuesdays: Noon Bible Study at Betty’s
Wednesday: 6:00pm Eucharist and Healing Service
Thrift Shop
Open 10 am to 4 pm Thursday
2 pm—5 pm Friday
9 am—Noon Saturday
Access Program
Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am—2pm

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

27
Eucharist and Healing
Service 6:00pm
Choir 7:00

26 Access 10am-2pm
10am Sisters’ Circle
and
Noon Pizza
Gospel
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker

25 DOK 6pm’

7:00pm Scouts

24
8:30 & 11:00
Holy Eucharist
9:15 Refreshments
9:45 Sunday School
12:00 Refreshments

20
Eucharist and Healing
Service 6:00pm
Choir 7:00

19 Access 10am-2pm
10am Sisters’ Circle
and
Noon Pizza
Gospel
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker

18
DOK Instruction
7:00pm Scouts

17
8:30 & 11:00
Holy Eucharist
9:15 Refreshments
9:45 Sunday School
12:00 Refreshments

13
Eucharist and Healing
Service 6:00pm
Choir 7:00

12 Access 10am-2pm
10am Sisters’ Circle
and
Noon Pizza
Gospel
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker

11
DOK Instruction
7:00pm Scouts

10
8:30 & 11:00
Holy Eucharist
9:15 Refreshments
9:45 Sunday School
12:00 Refreshments

6
Eucharist and Healing
Service 6:00pm
Choir 7:00

4
DOK Instruction
7:00pm Scouts

3
First Sunday
One Service 10:00am
Lunch Following

5 Access 10am-2pm
10am Sisters’ Circle
and
Noon Pizza
Gospel
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker

Happy Thanksgiving!

28
Thanksgiving
In the Park

21
10 - 4pm Thrift Shop
7:00 pm AA

6:00pm Alpha Ends

14
10 - 1pm Thrift Shop
7:00 pm AA

7
10 - 1pm Thrift Shop
7:00 pm AA

This is an exciting month with our Fall Bazaar coming up on the 8th and 9th and Thanksgiving in the
Thanksgiving Day, the 28th. Just around the corner we have Advent, Merry Melrose, the
park on
Nativity Walk and, of course, Christmas. Get ready to have some fun, but as busy as we’ll be, don’t forget
that the deepest meanings of these holidays will be found in our services and in our hearts and the
hearts of others. Take a bit of quiet time here and there amid all the activity to reflect on all for which

Sun

November 2013

29
2-5pm Thrift Shop

22
2-5pm Thrift Shop

15
2-5pm Thrift Shop

8
2-5pm Thrift Shop

2-5pm Thrift Shop

Ultreya St. Luke’s

1

Fri

30
Thrift Shop 9am-12

23
Thrift Shop 9am-12

16
Thrift Shop 9am-12

FALL BAZAAR

9
Thrift Shop 9am-12

2
Thrift Shop 9am-12

Sat

