
Many Christians forget how messed up they were when they first 

came to Jesus. Many believe we should somehow fix our lives before 

coming to church. Many believe we need to walk, talk, dress, believe 

a certain way before we can be acceptable to God. Yet over and over 

the Bible teaches us that this just ain’t so.   

As Jen writes, “It is high time Christians opened wide their arms, 

wide their churches, wide their tables, wide their homes to the ______ 

community,” You fill in the blank. Who is it that makes you most un-

comfortable? Who is it you have never seen as being worthy of God’s 

kingdom?  

For the 1st Century Jewish culture, it was lepers, prostitutes, adulter-

ers, and traitorous tax collectors. For the early Church it was the Gen-

tiles whom God used to break down the walls of bigotry. For the 

founders of our nation it was black slaves bought and sold as proper-

ty. For the Nazi Germany it was Jews who were condemned as less 

than human.  

In every generation, God works tirelessly to teach us to love as He 

loved us, to lay down our lives, to set aside our prejudice and priori-

ties to love the seemingly unlovable. With a generous hospitality of 

Biblical proportion, let us fling wide the doors and open our arms 

wide to announce to the world the Gospel of God’s unconditional 

love.    
   

Warmly, Tony 

MEMORIAL WEEKEND YOUTH BBQ 

 

BBQ TIME is coming – May 28th 
 

The Youth of Trinity will again be working in    

Heritage Park on Saturday of Memorial Day    

weekend, serving delicious plates of BBQ (pulled 

pork, ribs, or chicken) with 2 sides 

and a cold drink for $10. Advance orders are recom-

mended, as we expect to sell out before the lunch rush is 

over! 

Please call/text/email Clay to make your selections… 

YTEC 

 

 

 

YOU ARE ALWAYS WELCOME AT TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
 
 

We are pleased that you have come to worship with us this Lord’s Day 

morning, and it is our prayer that you will receive God’s blessing 

throughout the service.  Trinity is an active and caring Episcopal 

Church. If you are a baptized Christian, you are welcome to come to the 

altar rail to receive the Sacrament of the Bread and Wine, the Body and 

Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God loves you.  No Exceptions!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

  Colossians 3:23 
        Trinity Take Home Paper 

          Calendar  -  Announcements - Reports  -  Schedules 
                     May 8, 2016 7th Sunday of Easter 
              The  Rev. Tony Powell, Rector                                                 
 

        The vision of Trinity Church is to be relevant to the Lake Region                         
Community serving and drawing others to the gospel of Jesus Christ                           
as a growing Episcopal Church.                   

THE BISHOP  AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL BE WITH US   
 

The Bishop is the only one who can, with the laying on of hands,     

confirm members.  Bishop Howard will be with us next Sunday, May 

15th, and there will be only one service that day at 10:00am.   If you are 

interested in being Confirmed, Affirming your  baptismal vows, or be-

ing received into the Episcopal Church (if you are coming from another 

denomination) please talk with Father Tony.  He has started an Inquir-

er’s class (it’s not too late to join) between the services so everyone will 

be ready when Bishop  Howard is here in May.     There is a book, 

“Those Episcopals” that goes along with the class and Fr. Tony will see 

that you receive one. 

NEW PHOTOS FOR OUR DIRECTORY 
 

We are preparing for a new directory for Trinity.  We will have photog-

raphers here on  May 17 and 18 between noon and 7:00pm. Virginia has 

a sign up sheet today, and will on each Sunday, or you can sign up in 

the office.  You can bring other family members or even your pets.  For 

the directory photos, each person or family will receive a free directory 

and a free 8x10 picture.  There is a charge for additional pictures and 

they are noted in the pamphlet which you will receive when you reserve 

your time.  For groups of 7 or more, or for photos with pets, two time 

slots will be needed. 



 

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY CHURCH 
 
 

Sun. 5/8 

8:30 and 11:00 Eucharist Service 

9:30 Breakfast                                      

10:00 Youth Formation 

           Discussion of the Lessons 

12:00 Lunch 
 
 

 

Monday  5/9     

     

Tuesday 5/10 

10:00am Sisters Circle                               

12:00pm Betty’s and the Bible 

1:30pm  New Testament Class                           

  in the Wicker Room 

5:30pm AA in Wicker Room   

7:00pm  Al Anon in Wicker Room  
 
     

Wednesday  5/11 

6:00pm Holy Eucharist and 

               Healing Service in Church 
  
     

Thursday 5/12 

10:00am—4:00pm Thrift Shop       

 

Friday  5/13 

2:00—5:00pm Thrift Shop Open 
      

Saturday 5/14 

9am—Noon  Thrift Shop  
  

Sun. 5/15 

10:00am Eucharist Service 

Lunch following 

Bishop Howard will be with us. 
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FUTURE EVENTS  
          

 

 

 

MAY  
 

 

May 10  PH in use evening 
 

May 14  Church in Use 
 

May 15  One Service 10:00am 

  Day of Pentecost 

  Bishop Howard Here 
 

May 18  Vestry Meeting  
 

May 22  Trinity Sunday 
 

May 28  Youth BBQ in the Park 
 

May 30  Memorial Day Holiday 

  Office Closed 
 

JUNE 
 

June 5  First Sunday 10:00am 
 

June 4  PH in use evening 
 

June 11  PH in use evening 
 

June 14  Church in use evening 
 

June 15  Vestry Meeting 
 

JULY 
 

July 3  First Sunday 10:00am 
 

July 9  PH in use 
 

July 16  Good Old Summertime 

  Chicken Dinner/Auction 

  Altar Flowers 
   

The flowers today are given 

to the glory of God.   If you 

would like to give flowers 

in memory of someone, to 

celebrate an event or for a special thanks-

giving,  please call the office and sign up 

on the hall bulletin board.   

    

   

Dear Trinity Family,   

 Continuing our conversation on Christian evangelism and what it means to 

Episcopalians, I ask you to read the following with open hearts and open 

minds. 

In a very recent article, columnist Veronica  Neffinger, editor of Christian-

Headlines.com, writes about the controversial Facebook post by Christian 

author and speaker Jen Hatmaker, who insists that the LGBT community 

should be welcomed by Christians: 

Jen writes, “It is high time Christians opened wide their arms, wide their 

churches, wide their tables wide their homes to the LGBT community,” 

"So whatever the cost and loss, this is where I am: gay teens? Gay adults? 

Mamas and daddies of precious gaybees? Friends and beloved neighbors of 

very dear LGBT folks? Here are my arms open wide. So wide that every last 

one of you can jump inside. You are so dear, so beloved, so precious and 

important. You matter so desperately and your life is worthy and beautiful,” 

she continued. 

Katelyn Beaty, the print managing editor for Christianity Today, wrote in a 

responding column “While people from both viewpoints may wish Hatmaker 

would provide more clarity on her stance, she nevertheless communicates 

one very important thing about Christian love: that it does not come with 

conditions.” 

Beaty goes on to discuss the story of the Prodigal Son and how it had a great 

impact on her as a teenager. 

Beaty shares that when she first heard the story, she assumed the father 

would reject the son who had squandered his fortune, slept with prostitutes, 

and wasted his life, but the fact that the father embraced the son greatly im-

pacted her and impressed upon her the kind of love God extends toward 

those who come to Him, no matter how broken and messed up they are. 

“Before the son even had a chance to repent, to ask for forgiveness, to de-

clare that he would change his lifestyle or voting patterns or sexual behavior 

(and let’s not forget the prostitutes), his father runs toward him. But—as in 

'although,' or 'even while'—the son was far away, still the father embraced 

him,” says Beaty, and this is why Hatmaker makes an important point, she 

goes on to say: 

“Despite all that she doesn’t say and that some understandably wish she 

said,” writes Beaty, “Hatmaker is surely right to say the gospel begins with 

an unconditional announcement of God’s love. God’s love may not end 

there, but it surely begins there.”  


